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MINUTES 

APPROVED 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Board Chair Kate O'Brien 
at 5:30 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley, 
Treasurer Karen Olson, Past President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD Staff: Chair 
Kate O'Brien, Director of Planning & Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, Sr. Management 
Analyst Jennifer Santos, Recreation Coordinator Jeannie Liss, and Administrative 
Secretary Barbara Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: Director Nakaoka introduced Jennifer Santos to the Committee. 
Ms. Santos is the new Sr. Administrative Analyst for the Park District's Planning and 
Maintenance Department. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 7, 2022 MEETING: Historical Society Past 
President Spilka moved to approve the minutes as presented; Historical Society Treasurer 
Olson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. STRATHEARN PARK MAINTENANCE ITEMS: 

a. Termite Fumigation Update: Direcrtor Nakaoka reported that the termite 
fumigation at Stratheam Park is completed. He added that during the fumigation 
process some tiles on the Victoria! portion of the Strathearn House fell off and were 
broken, and some of the tiles on the Adobe may have been lifted up. Ms. Bosley 
asked if she should have Statewide come out and give a quote to replace the tiles, 
and Director Nakaoka responded to go ahead and do so. He added that some of the 
broken tiles from the Victorian house might not be salvageable. 

Ms. Bosley added that some of the rose trellis is broken, and Director Nakaoka 
responded that the District's Building Maintenance Department will be building a 
new one. 

b. Printz/Powell House: 

• John Lumas - Structural Engineer Review - Director Nakaoka stated that he 
has not been able to talk to him yet. He does know that the plans drawn up 



by Mr. Lumas had no recommendations for the inside of the house. The 
Planning Dept. has money available to have plans drawn up for the inside of 
the house, and Director Nakaoka asked Historical Society President Bosley 
to let him know what they are wanting for the inside. 

c. Haigh/Talley Colony House Railing: Director Nakaoka told the Committee that 
the Building Maintenance Department has temporarily repaired the railing, but it 
has a lot of dry rot and will need to be totally replaced. Ms. Bosley added that it is 
a safety concern. She added that the floor is also in bad condition. She said the 
Mechanical Restoration Volunteers have a new member who is a general 
contractor, and the Mechanical Restoration Volunteers might be able to replace the 
railing and repair the floor. Director Nakaoka responded that the Park District will 
pay for the materials if the Mechanical Restoration Volunteers can do the work. 

d. HV AC Visitor Center Update: Recreation Coordinator Liss reported that the 
HV AC system is now working well. Director Nakaoka was happy to hear that and 
added that a lot of parts had to be replaced. 

e. Windmill Needs Service: Ms. Bosley reported that she had talked to the 
Mechanical Restoration people and the windmill is grinding badly. Director 
Nakaoka asked if it is still spinning, and Mr. Bosley answered that it is. Director 
Nakaoka stated that the District will need to rent a lift to service the windmill, and 
the work will be performed concurrent with a light bulb replacement project. 

f. Strathearn House - Two Missing Roof Tiles on Victorian Addition (Northwest 
Roof): This item was already discussed as part of Item IV-a. 

g. J. Krieger and Crew - Thank You for Installing Memorial Bricks and Clean
Up/Preparation for Civil War Days Program: Ms. Bosley wanted to extend a 
special thank you to Sr. Maintenance Supervisor Krieger and his crew for all the 
work they did making the park look wonderful for the Civil War Days event. She 
said the crew spent the week before the event getting everything ready. Flowers 
were in bloom and the park looked lovely. 

Ms. Liss told the Committee that seven bricks were placed at the last brick 
installation, and there are only 60 bricks left. 

V. VOLUNTEER/DOCENT UPDATE: 

a. School Tours: Ms. Bosley stated that May is the final month for the school tours. 
Tours are scheduled for May 3, May 5, May 10, May 12, May 19, May 24, and 
May 26. The Historical Society also received a special requeste from Hollow Hills 
School to bring their 4th graders to one of the tours as there were no tours held last 
year when the students were in 3rd grade. She added that the reaction from the 
schools regarding the modified tour program has been positive. 
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b. Docent Led Tours: The park has been busy with tours most weekends, but the 
Historical Society Board is considering having only one tour on Sundays at 1 :30 
p.m. as they have been having trouble getting enough docents to work on Sundays 
to host more than one tour. 

c. Mechanical Restoration: Four new members have been added to the Mechanical 
Restoration Team. Two of the new members are cleaning and doing maintenance 
on the 1929 John Deere tractor. Regarding the 1954 Ferguson tractor, the 
Mechanical Restoration Volunteers have decided to go with a clear coat on the 
tractor, which is considered arrested decay. The tractor still runs and maintenance 
will be kept up on it, but it will not be painted. Instead, it will be left in its current 
condition with a clear coat put on it. 

Ms. Bosley added that Dewey Runkle will be named as the Historical Society's 
"Volunteer of the Year" at the Simi Valley Community Council's annual awards 
breakfast. 

d. Textile Restoration: Ms. Bosley reported that the Textile Restoration Volunteers, 
who only handle items made out of material, have pulled everything out of the 
closets at the Strathearn House and are doing a catalog book. 

Ms. Bosley also mentioned that some younger people have been volunteering, which 
is good for the park and the Historical Society. 

VI. CIVIL WAR DAYS RECAP: About 1700 people attending the Civil War Days event, 
which included 110 military reenactors, 130 vendors, and 60 volunteers. There was 
overwhelming support from the public, with Sunday being the busier day. Some of the 
men who attended stated that the best part was talking to the reenactors. The school house 
was a hit, the music was very popular, and the clothing demonstrations were also popular. 
Ms. Bosley stated that ear plugs were available for anyone who wanted them as the cannons 
could be quite loud. She stated that the police and neighboring mobile home park are 
always notified before the event takes place. 

Director Nakaoka mentioned that he had received one complaint regarding smoking in the 
park, and smoking is prohibited in District parks. Ms. Bosley responded that the reenactors 
can have cigars or pipes as they are representative of the Civil War era, but Director 
Nakaoka responded that this is against Park District and the City of Simi Valley policy. 
He stated that what the Historical Society can do is rope off an area and post that it is a 
smoking area. 

VII. NEW COPY MACHINE PURCHASED FOR VISITOR CENTER: The new copier is 
scheduled to arrive on Wednesday, May 4, and they are very excited about it. Director 
Nakaoka said that the Park District is willing to pay for half of the cost of the copier. Ms. 
Bosley thanked the Park District for its contribution towards the copier. It will be wireless 
and will have counters so that they will be able to determine who is using the copier and 
how much it is being used. 
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VIII. UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS AT STRATHEARN PARK 

a. May 21, 2022 - Victorian Tea Party: Ms. Bosley stated that tickets went on sale 
today (May 2), and 26 out of 40 tickets have already been sold. They will be renting 
a canopy for the Strathearn lawn for the event. 

b. May 22, 2022 - Bruce Strathearn Celebration of Life: Ms. Liss told the committee 
that the Celebration of Life was organized by David Strathearn, and volunteer 
docents offered to come in for an hour and lead tours during the event, an offer 
which Mr. Strathearn accepted. The park was closed to the public on May 22, and 
the Celebration of Life lasted from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. It was a very nice event with 
bagpipes, catering by Green Acres, and a beer and wine counter. 

c. July 23, 2022 - Volunteer Summer Picnic: The volunteer breakfast was not held 
this year due to COVID concerns, and instead a Volunteer Summer Picnic will be 
held on Saturday, July 23. There will be lots of water games and the event will be 
held before the park opens to the public. 

d. September 17, 2022 - 40th Anniversary Barn Dance: There is currently no one 
available to chair this event unless Ms. Liss is able to do it and the Historical Society 
is able to provide support for her. If this is not feasible, Ms. Liss plans on asking 
the Kiwanis Club if they would like to host the Barn Dance. If neither option works, 
the date will be opened to the public. 

IX PAT HAVENS ENDOWMENT UPDATE: The Historical Society and the Park District 
would like to honor Ms. Havens for her 58 years of service to the City, the Park District, 
and Strathearn Historical Park. As Ms. Havens believes education is very important, one 
idea being considered is to set up a scholarship fund in Ms. Havens name. Ms. Olson told 
the Committee that this could be done through a one-time endowment or a continuous 
endowment program. Setting up an endowment, however, requires the formation of a 
501C3, and as there are a lot of requirements to form a 501C3, it would take at least six 
months to set one up. With an ongoing endowment, it would also be necessary to have a 
group formed to do fundraising. Ms. Olson stated that another option might be to setup a 
scholarship in Pat Haven's name as a separate account through Strathearn Historical Park, 
which is already a 501C3. If a scholarship fund is run as a separate account through 
Strathearn, the Historical Society's Board of Directors would be in control of the 
scholarship. An additional committee could be formed with members chosen from 
different organizations, such as the City, the Park District, and the Chamber of Commerce, 
for example, to offer suggestions to the Historical Society's Board of Directors regarding 
the scholarship program. 

Ms. Liss told the Committee that a retirement party was not held for Pat Havens in March 
due to COVID concerns, but the consensus is that an event honoring Ms. Havens can now 
be safely held. Instead of a retirement event, it would be a day about Pat Havens and her 
many years of service to the Community. Ms. Liss reported that the only day now available 
to hold an event at Strathearn Park is July 16, and she is concerned that it might be too hot 
for Ms. Havens and the attendees. She is thinking about getting the City and Cultural Arts 
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Center involved and seeing if an event can be held at the air-conditioned Cultural Arts 
Center. This would be a good opportunity to kick-off the endowment or scholarship 
program if it is decided to go ahead with one, and one possibility that was discussed to help 
fund an endowment or scholarship program was to reduce ticket prices and ask for 
contributions. Ms. Liss will report back to the Committee regarding what she finds out 
about the City and Cultural Arts Center participating in a day honoring Pat Havens. 

Ms. Spilka asked if the event could be held somewhere else that is air-conditioned if the 
Cultural Arts Center isn't available, and Ms. Liss responded that the Rancho Santa Susana 
Community Center might be an option. She added that it would be nice if the Cultural Arts 
Center could be used, however, as the Strathearn family has been very involved with the 
Cultural Arts Center. 

X. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: None 

XI. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, June 6 at 5:30 p.m. 

XII. ADJOURN MEETING: RSRPD Board Chair Kate O'Brien adjourned the meeting at 6:26 
p.m. 

~aoka 
Director of Planning & Maintenance 
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